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Donations to G. M. T. C. 
 

All donations are accepted in a form of a cashier’s check, personal check, money order or any other 
certified funds. All donations should be made out to Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command, Inc., care 
of Purchasing Power. This program is unique. On behalf of the children, schools and community 
ventures, corporations or family member projects can send in donations or go on-line and pick a piece 
of equipment that they want to have their name attached to. 
 

Each piece of equipment that is donated for operational needs through this fund will be identified as 
follows: 
 

A.  You can pick any piece of equipment you want to donate to the cause and have your name 
attached.  

 

 

B. An explanation and justification of the item purchased will be explained in a letter. However your 
           donation might have multiple people attached to the same item purchased. 

 Guam 

 

Donations to G. M.T.C.      1  

                How we obtained the “Jaws of Life” through donations  3 

G.M.T.C Round Table Meeting     4  
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C. All or portion of your donation is used to purchase the piece of equipment shown in the 
picture. Your donation could be large enough where two or more items can be purchased at 
once. 

 

However your donation might have multiple people attached to the same item purchased. 
 

D. Your donation for that piece of equipment will be listed on our web page under donated 
equipment. You can show your friends which piece of equipment you helped purchase. The 
purchase of that piece of equipment might save a life.  

 

Every time your donated equipment is used in a life saving attempt, you will receive a “Save 
a Life Award” and an explanation of how and why that piece of equipment was used during 
an emergency. (Great for show and tell) 
 

 

E. Every time the unit is removed from permanent service you will be notified. 
 
 

F. All your donated hard earned money will be utilized on the purchase of that item except 10 
percent. Let me explain why! We are removing 10 percent from all donations and place them 
in a single line item budget fund.  

 
 

G. We will buy additional service warranties and accessories not all items will we be able to 
justify a service warranty or would require accessories. This fund shall grow large enough 
and eventually be self sustaining. The 10 percent will be given back to the purchasing 
department where all the donations of 100 percent will be donated to buying a piece of 
equipment. 

 

How this concept came about 
 

A True Story 
 

I would like to share with you a true story that happened to me. On November 22, 1975, I started my 
career as a professional firefighter. I was part of a combination volunteer and paid firefighting 
organization. We had a very limited budget and a group of Captains and senior firefighters asked the 
Fire Chief if the department could purchase the Hurst Jaws of Life® tools and accessories. The Jaws 
of Life is a 32-inch scissor-like spreader that opens and closes to force crushed metal away from 
trapped victims. The Chief advised them that the budget did not have the funds necessary to 
purchase the life saving tools or accessories. He told the men to think outside the box and be 
creative. 
 

During the next board meeting, the Captains and senior firefighters suggested that we, as a group, 
should try to raise money for the “Jaws of Life” ® and start a campaign. The approval from our Fire 
Commissioners and Fire Chief were granted.  

 
Letters were written and sent out explaining our objectives. They went to Publix Super Markets of 
Florida, S. and H. Green Stamp Corporation and the Hurst, Jaws of Life® Corporation. (1976) 
 

During the next few weeks the fire district received the following approvals: 
 
The first approval came from Publix Super Markets of Florida, one of 
largest grocery store chains in the Southeast. They agreed to support our 
campaign how ever long the process took, until our goal was reached.  
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The second approval came from S. and H. Green Stamps, Inc. to allow us 
to convert the S. and H. Green Stamps into cash. The catch was the stamps 
had to be licked until each page was filled.  
 

(Thousands of S. and H. Green Stamps books were assembled and guess 
who had to lick all those stamps? You got it, the firefighters during the rest 
of the week had the honors to lick and stick thousands of those little green 
stamps to make a book.)  
 

The third approval came from the Hurst, “Jaws of Life”® Campaign.  
 

The city was Tampa; the township was Town-n-County. We collected and licked thousands of S. and 
H. Green Stamps to make our dream a reality. Publix Super Markets of Florida chain was closed on 
Sunday in those days so all our donations had to be obtained on Saturday. The S. and H. Green 
Stamps were issued to the customer when groceries were purchased. 
 

On Saturday morning, everyone in the community seemed to shop at Publix Super Markets of 
Florida. The support of our community and Publix Super Markets of Florida helped make our goal a 
reality. The only draw back was that we were still in service and if an alarm sounded we left, handled 
the emergency, and came back to Publix Super Markets of Florida until the end of the day. We 
collected S. and H. Green Stamps for at least a year and half.  
 

Then the community was invited for the unveiling to see how the Hurst Jaws of Life® really worked 
and how this single tool would make it easier to reach injured patients trapped inside an automobile. 
Corporate instructors flew to our city and gave each firefighter lessons on how to use the Hurst Jaws 
of Life®.  
 

Later that afternoon, we headed over to a local junk yard where officials from around the community 
and those who donated came and watched us train; and train we did. We removed hundreds of metal 
doors, flapped roofs and learned how to stabilize a vehicle. 
 

As a professional firefighter for over 31 years, I have personally used this tool in countless auto 
accidents, shoring up portions of collapsed buildings, stabilized semi’s and automobiles that were on 
their sides and countless other reasons. I would personally like to thank our community, Publix Super 
Markets of Florida, S. and H. Green Stamps Corporation and the Hurst “Jaws of Life”® Corporation.  
Their dedication over the past four decades had made my job easier. Their tools have made all the 
firefighter’s jobs around the world a bit easier and the reward of saving a life is our objective. I thank 
you all.  Marc E. Klein, Administrator 
 

“The night I will never forget” 
 

I was assigned to the rear middle tail board position because I was still classified as “The Rookie.” 
Late that evening, we had just gone to bed, the 10 phone system alarm went off, the lights to the 
dorm came on and a man started to talk. “Engine 200, Engine 201, Rescue 200, C-1, Ambulance 310 
respond to auto accident with entrapment.” Upon arrival, we found a multiple car auto accident with 
two people heavily entrapped. Out came the HURST TOOL – “JAWS OF LIFE”® and cutters and in 
record time the cars were stabilized, both people were removed from the wreckage and transported 
to the area hospital even before the chief got on the scene. 
 

Several months later a young woman came into the station to thank us for saving her life. However, 
her boy friend did not make the trip to the hospital. Here we are happy to see her alive, but sad to 
hear about her loss. This young lady wanted to see the new piece of equipment that saved her life. 
The family of the young man who died donated money towards the second HURST TOOL – “JAWS 
OF LIFE”®. This story is true and I played a small part in making this a reality.  
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                                                         Old Jaws of Life Picture 
                                                Original Photo - Then  
                                                                    

 
 

The original tool was a two-part system consisting of a 32-inch hydraulic spreader powered by 
a two cycle gasoline power unit. When activated, the scissor-like spreaders opened and forced 
crushed metal away from trapped victims. Because the tool reduced the time to extricate a 
victim from a car crash, literally snatching them from the "jaws of death", the tool earned the 
name Jaws of Life. Today, Jaws of Life is a registered trademark of Hale Products Inc.  
 
We received permission in writing to use this paragraph and the picture above from the Hurst Jaws of 
Life® rescue tool.  
 
We received permission in writing from Publix Super Markets of Florida Corporate offices to let us 
advertise their name in this letter. 
 
We were unable to obtain permission from S. and H. Green Stamps due to the company closing. However 
their sister company was notified of this newsletter and we were given permission verbally.  

 

How can you thank a corporation other then sharing a real story from the past? Because of 
their unselfish acts of kindness, I personally would like to thank the following corporations 
for their efforts in making our dream a reality.  
 
Publix Super Markets of Florida  

 

Hurst Jaws of Life® rescue tool  
 

S. and H. Green Stamps Corporation  
 

The dedication and commitment from these great corporations made a dream come true. 
What they do not know is that this single machine saved over 25 lives in real case 
scenarios.   
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Creating the Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command Round Table 
 

We will identify Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command 

1. The first meeting is in Orlando, Florida on July 21 – 22, 2007, (RSVP) – We will create  a  task  force of  
       experts to form a round table. The maximum number of experts from each state should not exceed two.   

 
 

--------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

We will identify the impact of having Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command  

   Headquarters established in each region and will generate over 118 new jobs 
 

2. The second meeting is in Atlanta, Georgia on August 25 – 26, 2007,  (RSVP) – We will have the  
       necessary information to establish specific commands for each region and their location.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

We will identify the topography and address special needs and how our equipment 

will be able to be shuttled by land, sea or air to the affective area of ground zero 

3. The third meeting is in Saint Louis Missouri, on September 22 and 23, 2007,  (RSVP) – We will 
finalize a list of all special equipment needed for each specific region.  

 

                    ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------ 

 

The direction and scope of establishing Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command 

Headquarters will be better identified and defined by the fourth meeting 
 

 

4.  The fourth meeting – is in Washington D.C, on October 20 and 21, 2007. We will invite specific 
Associations, Organizations, Special interested parties and private groups to help offset the cost of 
networking and to establish the first Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command Headquarters. 

 
If each state pays their initial share by the fourth meeting and we generate $25,000,000.00 in donations from the private 
sector each state will only pay ONE MILLION DOLLARS THE NEXT YEAR (if the donation from the private sector 
continues). If we receive more donations then originally pledged, the states will off set-the cost difference the following 

years! By acting today, the first completed Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command Units could be on-line by mid 
spring of 2008. 

    

Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command Headquarters, Inc. 

Post Office Box 952261 

Lake Mary, Florida 32795-2261 

 
 
 
 
 

  govcommand@bellsouth.net 
 

(407)  314-3271 

 
The next newsletter will be about the S.M.E’s, producing our own power for Governor’s Command and neighboring areas and how 
our C-8500’s are transformed into emergency response vehicles and support units. We are also addressing equipment that is attached 
to Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command. Please R.S.V.P my office if you would like to participate as a Subject Matter Expert. Any 
other questions please feel free to call or write me at the above address. These newsletters by the end of next year will likely turn into 
a magazine where one stop shopping of experts will be listed in our database along with our Hazardous Material Experts. If you would 
like to subscribe to: Governor’s Mobile Tactical Command Newsletter please forward $29.95 for 26 issues per year or $9.95 per year 
as an e-mail attachment. You can go to our website at www.governorcommand.com and read additional newsletters.  


